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Mr lan McKay DSU Katherine Goodwin

By email . ) . .
Email: Katherine.goodwin@met.police.uk

7t November 2025

Dear Mr. McKay,

| am writing in response to your letter to the Commissioner Sir Mark Rowley, dated 10%"
October 2025. Thank you for the context and providing supporting documents, which have
previously been shared with my team via Sheeva.

At the conclusion of the 2024 search we advised that, as with all similar cases, we remain
open to reviewing any new and significant information. As you make reference to in your letter
we have previously been made aware of the information relating to 447 Bethnal Green Road. |
am sorry if you did not know at the time. We had been told that the family had been informed,
although | understand this may have not made its way to you. Once again, please accept my
apologies for this.

The information has not changed since it was submitted to us in 2023. It was reviewed and
assessed at this time by the investigation team. It is clear that the defendant had a connection
to this premises and it was likely that he had access during the relevant time period. The
information that there was a smell could indicate the presence of human remains, however our
review noted that the informant did not notice any disturbed soil or digging, although of course
this account is impossible to explore further as the informant is deceased. While we
acknowledge that it is possible Muriel McKay could be at this location, the information
available does not meet the legal threshold of ‘reasonable grounds to believe’ required for a
search warrant. Unfortunately we have concluded that the information relating to 447 could
also not be further developed.

I know that we have previously discussed non invasive scanning (or ground penetrating radar)
opportunities. On receipt of this request, we have confirmed that our scientific advice is up to
date around this technology. Our view remains that any non invasive scanning in an area such
as the back yard is highly likely to show multiple disturbances in the soil, resulting in a
requirement to excavate. Unfortunately, given the assessment of this information, which
cannot be further developed or corroborated, it is not appropriate to apply for a search warrant
or to commit police resources to an excavation.

| understand you are seeking an agreement with the leaseholders to carry out scanning at the
property. As we have previously discussed this will be a matter between you and the
leaseholder to agree, however should human remains be discovered by any party, the
Metropolitan Police would need to be immediately informed so that we can inform the Coroner
and arrange for appropriate recovery. As you may be aware | have had contact from the
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freeholders and leaseholders and have advised them the same regarding our position. | hope
that you are able to resolve this amicably and would ask that any contact by your
representatives is done with consideration for their request for privacy.

I am sorry that this is not the response you have asked for and | understand how important
this is to you and your family.

Finally, | wanted to advise that | am moving to a new role and therefore will no longer be
involved in this case. If you have any other enquiries please contact the Cold Case team on
scmailbox-.majorinquiries-coldcasehomicide@met.police.uk

Yours sincerely,
Katherine Goodwin
Detective Superintendent
Central Specialist Crime
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